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Fellow Warriors,

As spring unfolds and we prepare for 
summer, we always look forward to new 
travels, new adventures.

In this issue of the Alumni Herald, 
ESU alumnus Jeff Carr ’90 will take 
you all on a fascinating journey into 
the new model of personalized health 
care that is just beginning to blossom in 
Northern Virginia. Jeff is the corporate 
and consumer services growth officer 
for Inova Health Systems, and his story 
will help you imagine the preventive 
medicine model that may one day replace traditional, 
reactive health care as we know it today.

You’ll also hear the latest news from the alumni 
chapters that I visited recently in Florida and 
Washington, D.C., and get information about new 
chapters springing up in New York, the Lehigh Valley, 
and Delaware/Chester counties. 

There’s also some great news for you on things close to 
home. Within the past few months, your alma mater 
was:

n Selected among the top 40 colleges nationally 
for its excellence in community college transfer 
student support by Phi Theta Kappa, and will be 
among the first institutions of higher education to 
be acknowledged with the “Transfer Honor Roll” 
designation;

n Ranked third nationally and first in Pennsylvania 
among 232 institutions that have improved overall 
graduation rates during the past decade, according 
to a new study released by The Education Trust. ESU 
also is among the top 52 institutions that stand out 
in the report for raising graduation rates among black 
students and narrowing gaps;

n Able to help 393 students during the 2015-2016 
academic year by awarding more than $667,000 in 
scholarships — an increase of more than $40,000 in 
donations — and we honored 300 donors for their 
generous support;

n Proud to celebrate the entrepreneurial 
spirit of three of our students who were 
among the 10 finalists in the State 
System’s Business Plan Competition in 
April with ESU students bringing home 
top honors; and,

n Approved for the university’s first 
doctorate (in Educational Leadership 
and Administration) by the Board of 
Governors of Pennsylvania’s State 
System of Higher Education, to begin in 
the 2016-2017 academic year.

In this issue you’ll be introduced to 
our new director of intercollegiate athletics, Josh 
Looney, and read about the many other Warriors 
success stories, including our quarterback Matt Soltes 
earning a spot among the Harlon Hill finalists last 
fall, notes on championship field hockey and women’s 
soccer seasons, a record-setting baseball campaign, 
and several items from our winter and spring sports 
seasons that will make you Warrior Proud.

And last, but certainly not least, you’ll be reminded 
periodically throughout this publication about 
the important role you play as a graduate of East 
Stroudsburg University. Whether you make a 
donation when a student calls you during our 
phonathons, contribute to a scholarship fund of your 
choice, or return to campus periodically to volunteer 
or get reacquainted, you are a valued member of the 
Warrior Nation.

Please make some time in your busy day to enjoy this 
publication — cover to cover — and know that many 
of ESU’s accomplishments would not be possible 
without your continued interest and support of all we 
do.

So thank you, on behalf of our students, our faculty, 
our staff. 

All the best,

Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D.
President

OPENING REMARKS

Follow Dr. Welsh on twitter.com      @ PresidentWelsh

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR ALMA MATER

               @WarriorAlumni           ESUAA          esualumni
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4 Jeff Carr ’90 is the corporate and consumer growth services 
officer at Inova Health Systems, which has five hospitals in 
Northern Virginia. His work is on the forefront of customizing 
medical treatment to the individual, using innovative 
techniques.
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ALUMNI BOARD SPOTLIGHT

One of the newest members of 
the ESU Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, Michael Quick ’10, plans 
to make an immediate impact.

As a student, Quick was involved 
in many clubs and organizations, 
including serving as president 
of the Student Senate and as an 
orientation and QUEST leader. He 
also volunteered for community 
outreach programs such as the 
American Cancer Society, the 
Epilepsy Foundation and other 
student-sponsored drives.  

His service to ESU did not stop 
after graduation, as he was asked and 
immediately accepted a seat on the 
Alumni Association board in 2015.

Now he would like to establish a 
Young Alumni Program. 

“I was involved a lot as a student, 
and still maintain contact with many 
of my former classmates,” he said.

“They are always speaking about 
the great times they had here as 
students and how much they would 
love to get back to campus and to 
give back. I am hoping I can use 
my position as a board member to 
encourage them to come back by 
finding opportunities that would 
interest them, and make them 
relive their experiences as a student 
Warrior.”

A New Jersey native, Quick is an 
English teacher in Colonia, N.J., and 
also serves as the head girls’ cross 
country team and the head girls’ 
spring track coach.

Quick’s approach is to make sure 
his students can achieve their best in 
the classroom and on the track. His 
attitude with students is much like 
his attitude with his service to ESU. 
He wants his students to get a well-
rounded experience so they excel 
once they graduate and move on to 
their next challenge. 

One of Quick’s immediate goals 
is to enlist the group of classmates he 
stays in touch with and encourage 
them to get involved with planning 
regional events in Central New Jersey.

He will also help plan 
Homecoming. With more than 
700 alumni making the annual 
trip to ESU in the fall, Quick says it 
will be the perfect opportunity to 
gauge the interest of recent alumni 
graduates, and work to find ways to 
engage them by encouraging new 
volunteers.  

Interested in being part of the 
Young Alumni Program or have ideas 
to share? Contact Michael Quick at 
mquick2010@gmail.com or call the 
ESU Office of Alumni Engagement at 
570-422-3194. 

Meet Michael Quick

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CORNER 
Board president’s farewell

Dear Fellow Alumni, 
As I finish my 

second term as 
president of the 
Alumni Association, 
I’d like to take this 
opportunity to 
highlight some of 

the accomplishments of the Board of 
Directors. 

First, we have established an 
annual Alumni Association Board of 
Directors Scholarship with the ESU 
Foundation. This $1,000 scholarship 
is given to a full-time undergraduate 
selected by committee each spring, 
to be credited the following academic 
year. I’d like to thank the directors 
for their contributions to the 
scholarship fund.

Also, we have done a complete 
revamping of our bylaws, and are in 
the process of finalizing our strategic 
plan. This plan is aligned with that 
of the university, and will be the 
framework for our future work on the 
board.

Part of this plan is increased 
communication and visibility not 
only with alumni, but also with 
students. We will work with the 
Stroud Courier and other campus 
resources to make sure students are 
aware of the association and ways 
they can become involved.

In addition, we will work 
to further our outreach efforts 
nationally through affinity and class 
year groups and communications.

Did you know that you can be 
involved with our work even if you’re 

not on the board? We welcome all 
alumni to become involved with 
one or more of our committees. 
Information can be found on our 
website, www.esualumni.org, which 
will also be revamped in the coming 
months.

As always, you can contact any 
board member for information, 
or with ideas for events and 
improvements. 

Finally, it has been a pleasure 
to serve the more than 45,000 ESU 
alumni during my tenure on the 
board and as president. I know that I 
leave the board in good hands. 

With Warrior spirit,

Collette L. Ryder ’96 
President, ESU Alumni Association

Chair, Board of Directors

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org

‘One Book, One Campus’ 
2016 selection now available

Alumni and friends are invited 
and encouraged to read with us 
as part of the One Book, One 
Campus program, now in its 
fourth year. Join us in reading The 
Circle by Dave Eggers, and be part 
of the conversation.

The selection committee 
strives to choose a book each 
year that will engage readers in 
considering the implications of the 
work relevant to a theme of current 
social issues. This year’s theme is 

the impact of social media on today’s society.
The purpose of the program is to promote reading 

and to unify the campus, regional, and alumni 
communities through shared content, discussions, 
activities, conversations and an essay competition. 

Get your copy of The Circle at the University Store 
or order online at esu.bncollege.com.

For more information about the 
One Book, One Campus program, visit 
esu.edu/onebook.

The 26th Annual  
Educational Scholarship Golf Classic

to benefit the
Prince Hall Endowed Scholarship at ESU Foundation

August 1, 2016  ◆  Mount Airy Casino Resort

East stroudsburg univErsity of PEnnsylvania

10 a.m.  Registration opens, continental breakfast at the Pro Shop, team photos
11 a.m. Shotgun start
  4 p.m.  Meal time in the Maple/Pine Room at Mount Airy Resort Casino

Golf and Luncheon  $125 per golfer
Foursome $450
Meal only  $50 per person

To register, or for more information, visit  
www.esufoundation.org/princehall2016  
or call 570-422-3156.

E U FOUNDATION

Honorary Chair
State Rep. Dwight Evans, 203rd District of Philadelphia

 Honorary Co-Chair
Sharon Patton-Thaxton, Former principal, Prince Hall School

http://www.esualumni.org
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for 
making 
medical 
connections

OPPOSITE PAGE: Jeff Carr ’90, corporate and 
consumer services growth officer at Inova Health System, 
spoke at ESU in March, sharing many of the dynamic changes 
in the health care industry. His lectures covered economic 
changes and trends in health care and what future health care 
professionals can expect.

Imagine if doctors could use 
your genetic make-up, 
family medical history 
and lifestyle to determine 
the best prevention 
and treatment



Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.orgJoin WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org

Continued on Page 6

By Margie Peterson

When a baby is born at Inova Women’s Hospital in Fairfax County, Va., a tiny swab 
taken of the inside of the infant’s cheek will provide the parents with a key tool in 
anticipating future health issues for the child and how to treat him or her. 

The tool — pharmacogenomic testing called MediMap — allows doctors and other 
health practitioners to tailor medication to the child’s genetic makeup and manage future 
illnesses and conditions. Inova is the first in the nation to offer pharmacogenomic testing 
for newborns as part of its regular package of services during childbirth. It’s a vital advance 
in personalized medicine, which is changing the landscape of health care. 

Inova Health System is at the forefront of that movement and Jeff Carr ’90 is helping 
to lead the way. Carr is the corporate and consumer services growth officer at Inova, the 
largest health care provider in Northern Virginia with five hospitals, more than 125 clinics 
and serving more than 2 million people each year from throughout the Washington, D.C., 
metro area and beyond. 

ESU grad at the forefront 
of personalized health care innovations

Spring/Summer 2016 Cover Story 5
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Continued from Page 5
“Health care traditionally has been so 

reactive,” Carr said. “You get sick, you get 
diagnosed, you get prescribed something. 
And you don’t really know if that’s effective. 
But imagine if you were able to be predictive 
using a person’s genetic make-up, family and 
medical history, and lifestyle to determine 
the best prevention and treatment; what 
would that mean for the consumer and the 
patient?”

“That’s really how health care is 
changing — from reactive to predictive,” he 
said. 

Fortunately, recognizing opportunities 
is Carr’s strong suit. The Wilkes-Barre native, 
who graduated from East Stroudsburg 
University with a degree in recreation 
services management, worked his way up 
from a public relations position to the job he 
holds today by seeing opportunities rather 
than simply reacting to problems. 

“I do well starting things from scratch,” 
Carr said. “Inova has given me opportunity; 
they’ve put me in roles like that. Those 
are my strengths: the ability to adapt, the 
ability to grow things, the ability to see 
opportunities where opportunities don’t 
exist.”

Those who work with the 47-year-old say 
that his talent is a great asset to the nonprofit 
health care provider.

“He’s unique at Inova,” said Jane 
Donaldson, Inova’s senior director of 
strategic communications. “He is a 
connector of ideas and people like I have 
never seen. He is able to look at a situation 
or a person’s idea and … see how to apply it 
throughout Inova.” 

Brian Hays, vice president of Inova’s 
Center for Personalized Health, said Carr 
has been instrumental in creating a program 
for major corporations that will provide 
genomic testing for their executives as a way 
to anticipate and treat health issues. 

“What he brings is extraordinary 
imagination and energy in developing 
new solutions for major employers, both in 
Northern Virginia and around the country,” 
Hays said. 

Carr, who lives with his wife and three 
daughters in Alexandria, Va., has worked on 
developing a concierge health care program 
as part of Inova’s VIP360, a personalized 
service that helps consumers and Fortune 

500 companies keep their executives healthy. 
He was instrumental in the launch, sales 

and marketing of Innovation Health, which 
is a 50-50 partnership between Inova and 
the insurance company Aetna to provide 
innovative insurance plans that encourage 
care coordination, prevention and reward 
quality care. 

Innovation Health  turns the standard 
service model on its head. Health care 
providers and insurance companies are often 
adversaries because insurance companies 
have a financial incentive to try to reduce 
what they pay a hospitals and health care 
providers for patient procedures. Innovation 
Health delivers health care at a lower 
cost with enhanced care coordination 
that benefits employers and members. 
Innovation Health is the fastest growing 
health insurance company in the United 
States. 

So how did a guy who majored in 
recreation services management at ESU get 
into the rapidly changing world of health 
care?  

Carr grew up in a middle-class family in 
Wilkes-Barre, and he and his brother were 
the first in their family to go to college. A 
runner in high school, Carr was attracted to 
ESU by Dr. Richard “Dick” DeSchriver, the 
beloved longtime coach and administrator 
who built the men’s track and field and 
cross country teams into powerhouses in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

Carr remembers DeSchriver as an 
inspirational father figure and wonderful 
mentor. For his first two years at ESU, Carr 
ran track and cross country but was later 
busy with other activities, including serving 
as a resident adviser in Laurel Residence Hall 
for four semesters. He traces the seeds of his 
business acumen to that job as an RA. 

“It’s probably the best job and best 
experience a student can have because it’s 
an introduction to middle management,” 
Carr said. “You have your employer, the 
university, and you have to enforce rules, 
you have to negotiate and message things 
but you’re messaging things to your peers.”

Carr also learned a lot from Dr. Bradford 
Seid and Dr. Elaine Rogers, both professors 
in the recreation services department. Carr 
took classes that focused on doing projects 
that required students to show initiative. 

“I think the self-starter attribute that’s 
required to succeed in those types of classes 

‘Be a lifelong learner, 
volunteer for things, 

join things, get out of 
your comfort zone. 

All those things 
will help you 

become more 
of a self-starter.’

OPPOSITE PAGE: Tahizy Bugbee, 
left, and Caitlin Wallbillich review 
coursework for ESU’s R.N. to B.S. 
in nursing program now offered at 
Northampton Community College in 
Bethlehem.
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ESU and Northampton Community College have a new 
partnership that will fast-track the completion of bachelor’s 
degree programs in business administration and provide 
a Bachelor of Science in nursing completion program on 
NCC’s Bethlehem campus.

The agreement was signed by ESU President Marcia G. 
Welsh, Ph.D., and NCC President Mark Erickson, Ph.D.

“ESU is very fortunate to have such a great relationship 
with President Erickson and his NCC team,” said Welsh. 
“This partnership has been a long time coming and we 
are grateful for the opportunities this program offers NCC 
students. These rewarding programs enable students to 
continue their studies on NCC’s campus and allow them to 
accelerate their degree completion in an affordable way that 
fits their lifestyles and gives them an advantage in a very 
competitive job market.”

The agreement enables students to earn both an 
associates degree in business administration from NCC 
and a bachelor’s degree in business management from ESU 
in just three years by taking courses year round. All ESU 
courses are offered at the NCC Bethlehem campus, and each 
meets for one three-hour class each week to accommodate 
work and family commitments.

The partnership also allows students graduating from 
NCC’s registered nursing program to transfer seamlessly to 
ESU’s Bachelor of Science in nursing program, which will 
offer flexible evening part-time and full-time options for 
working nurses who need to meet the BSN requirement for 
employment. Students who begin the courses required for 
the bachelor’s degree in the spring will be able to complete 
it in 18 months. 

ESU, Northampton solidify 
business, nursing degree partnership

is extremely beneficial when you get into the 
workforce and business,” he said. 

Rogers helped Carr get a part-time job with the 
National Park Service at the Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area, and Seid told Carr he 
should apply for an internship one summer at the 
Amelia Island Plantation off the coast of northeast 
Florida. 

He landed the internship, in which he would 
help plan business conferences at the resort, 
and it was there he met his future wife, Sherry 
Park, who was a student at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Ind. 

They married a few years later and now have 
three daughters including 11-year-old Ella and 
14-year-old Sophia. “We had no problem figuring 
out the name of my oldest,” Carr said, chuckling. 
“So my oldest is named Amelia.”

After graduating from ESU in 1990, Carr earned  
a director job in therapeutic recreation and public 
relations at a continuing care community north 
of Wilkes-Barre. He took a similar role in Northern 
Virginia before starting in public relations at Inova 
in 1993. He has been there ever since, moving 
to senior director of sales and growth before his 
promotion to corporate and consumer services 
growth officer. 

Carr is also involved in the community, 
coaching sports that his daughters play and 
volunteering on nonprofit boards. One that 
he’s most excited about is Genesys Works, an 
organization that finds paid internships for 
low-income high school seniors in information 
technology and other areas. Those students work 
part-time and gain real world business skills. 
Upwards of 95 percent of the participants go on to 
college. 

The program, which has been praised by 
President Barack Obama and publications such as 
Forbes magazine, started in Houston, Texas, and 
has branched out to places such as Chicago and 
Minneapolis. Most recently, it moved into Northern 
Virginia where Carr was invited to serve on the 
inaugural board of Genesys Works National Capital 
Region. 

Many of his volunteer efforts have been directed 
at helping the young.  He sees empathy as an 
important trait for people in business as well as their 
personal lives. 

“Over 70 percent of the United States businesses 
are service-related,” Carr said. “Empathy is seeing 
things through the lens of the customer. If you 
don’t have that attribute or don’t work on that 
attribute, it’s going to be hard to succeed in business 
or the work world.”  

Randy Monceaux
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$48 million in support to university, students
ESU FOUNDATION CELEBRATES

By Caryn Wilkie
Every year, hundreds of thank you letters from 

student scholarship recipients arrive at the offices of 
the ESU Foundation. Their destination – to be delivered 
to the donor who helped make that student’s college 
education a possibility. It’s a simple gesture, but since 
the ESU Foundation’s founding in 1986, the stewardship 
initiative continues to be among the most 
meaningful to donors who support the 
university and its students.

These types of connections are only 
a small part of the ESU Foundation’s 
overall mission in supporting the 
university. As the Foundation enters its 
30th anniversary year, the fundraising 
team at the nonprofit affiliate is 
excited to recognize three decades of 
accomplishments and prepare for new 
initiatives and enhanced programs that 
increase its support to the university.

“This anniversary provides an opportunity for 
us to look back and celebrate our accomplishments 
through the years. And perhaps more importantly, it’s a 
chance to look ahead – to plan how much more we can 
become,” said Rich Santoro, executive director of the ESU 
Foundation.

The ESU Foundation’s support to the university 
and its students over the 30-year span totals nearly $48 
million, said Santoro, which includes contributions to 
the Annual Fund, annual and endowed scholarships, 
and academic and athletic programs. A portion of that 
success – more than $8 million – can be attributed to the 
culmination of Today’s Dream, Tomorrow’s Reality, the 
Comprehensive Campaign for ESU. 

The eight year campaign was ESU’s most ambitious 
fundraising effort in history, resulting in the completion 
of the Warren E. ’55 and Sandra Hoeffner Science and 
Technology Center, new turf at Gregory Douds Field at 
Eiler-Martin Stadium, and expanded track and stadium 
lighting.

Launched in 2003, the comprehensive campaign 
also helped bolster the Annual Fund and strengthened 
the Foundation’s ability to provide more endowed 
scholarships.

The increase in annual and endowed scholarships 
created is remarkable, said Santoro, particularly over 
the past five years. In fiscal 2010-2011, 399 scholarships 
totaling $380,544 were awarded. Half a decade later, 
in fiscal 2014-2015, the Foundation awarded 544 
scholarships totaling $653,578.

Dollars raised are not the only benchmark of success. 

The Foundation has seen continued growth within its 
donor stewardship programs, including expanding its 
President’s Box events at home football games, providing 
additional connection opportunities for donors and 
students, and more than doubling attendance at its 
signature event, the Annual Scholarship Luncheon.

The ESU Office of Alumni Engagement has also 
ramped up efforts over the past several decades 

to expand its outreach to alumni through the 
formation of chapters, affinity groups, and 

the creation of the award winning student 
ambassador group, the Warrior Elite.

With solid groundwork laid, the 
Foundation will push into 2016-2017 
with ambitious goals that continue to 
provide the university and its students 

with the resources it needs, whether 
it be funding for programs or student 

scholarship, said Bob Willever ’75, chairman 
of the ESU Foundation Board of Directors. Also, 

Santoro provides key leadership to the Foundation 
team as it supports the university’s strategic plan, 
Students First: Innovate ESU, he added.

“The Foundation Board of Directors is here to support 
Santoro and the staff on their mission to fundraise for 
the university’s top priorities,” said Willever. “We see 
extremely positive outcomes on the horizon.”

Specifically, the Foundation looks to increase the 
number of academic and athletic scholarships available 
to students, while also increasing the awareness and 
dollars raised through the ESU Foundation Annual Fund 
programs.

Large campus projects will also fall into focus for the 
Foundation as it identifies naming opportunities for the 
Keystone Center and Koehler Fieldhouse.

Perhaps even more important, said Santoro, is 
the Foundation and Office of Alumni Engagement’s 
continued efforts to connect with and cultivate alumni 
and friends of the university.

“It’s our job to communicate with more than 
40,000 alumni and friends of ESU on the importance of 
philanthropy to ESU,” said Santoro, noting that PASSHE 
universities just don’t receive the state funding they did 
in the past. Thirty years ago, ESU received 70 percent of 
its education and general (E & G) funding from the state, 
but over time, that has dropped to 19 percent.

“More than ever, private support is critical to ensure 
ESU students continue to receive a quality education 
at an affordable price. As the fundraising arm of the 
university, we will look to provide the opportunity for 
alumni and friends to invest in their alma mater.” 
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By Caryn Wilkie
The Foundation’s Eighth Annual 

Scholarship Luncheon on April 10 gave 
scholarship recipients a chance to meet 
their donors and thank them in person. 
The celebration, held for the first time 
at the Camelback Lodge and Aquatopia 
Indoor Waterpark in Tannersville, 
welcomed more than 450 guests, a record 
number.

Themed ‘The Power of YOU,’ the event 
emphasized the difference a donor can 
have on the life of a student and the impact 
that student will make in the years ahead.

Thanks to the sponsorship of 
Pennsylvania State Employees Credit 
Union, The Haverford Trust Company and 
Wealth Source Partners, more than 180 

parents and guests were able to enjoy the 
afternoon with their sons or daughters.

Donor gifts have resulted in more than 
$696,501 in scholarships for the 2015-
2016 academic year. To date, 300 donors 
provide scholarship support to more than 
393 students, according to Rich Santoro, 
executive director of the ESU Foundation. 
This year, 21 new annual scholarships and 
seven new endowed scholarships have been 
established.

“It’s through the extraordinary 
kindness of strangers — people you’ve 
never met yet value the importance of a 
quality education — that every student in 
this room is able to pursue their academic 
dreams,” said Santoro.

Speaking at the event were Adam 
Stauffer ’00 M’02, creator of the Adam ’00 
and Erin Stauffer Annual Scholarship, and 
ESU student Lian Mlodzienski, a biology 
and chemistry major and recipient of the 
Michele Droney Turner ’87 Chemistry 
Annual Scholarship.

A dessert reception gave students and 
donors the opportunity to take photos, 
write out thank you cards and provide 
video testimonial on the impact of 
giving.

Robert Willever ’75 | Chair 
John J. Sickler, Jr. ’93 | Vice Chair
Chris Yeager ’74 M’81 | Secretary 

 Alumni Association Liaison
Robert A. Shebelsky | Treasurer

Harry F. Lee, Esq. | Council of Trustees Liaison
William B. Cramer, Esq.

James Evans ’07
Marilouise McNally
Gary S. Olson ’76

Frank M. Pullo Ed.D.’73, M’76
Elizabeth Leigh Smith, Ph.D. | Faculty Liaison

Adam S. Stauffer ’00 M’02

Board Emeriti
John T. Lambert ’54

William B. Cramer, Esq.
Rosemary Driebe Olofsson

ESU Foundation 
Board of Directors

ABOVE: A student signs the “Thank 
You to Our Donors” banner during the 
dessert reception.

ABOVE LEFT: Graduate student Gwen 
Stahlnecker, left, a political science 
major from East Stroudsburg, has lunch 
with Dr. Jeffrey Weber, associate dean 
of the College of Arts & Sciences, and 
his wife, Audrey Weber. Stahlnecker 
received the Political Science/Public 
Administration Graduate Annual 
Scholarship, created by the Webers.

More student scholarship recipients connected to donors

Susie Forrester photos



GLENN GEISER-GETZ
Chicago, Ill.
Communication Studies

JOHAN ELIASSON
Washington, D.C.

HEON KIM
Cambridge, Mass.
Philosophy & Religious
Studies

PENG ZHANG
San Diego, Calif.
Exercise Science

YEVGENIY GALPERIN
Boston, Mass.
Mathematics

TIMOTHY CONNOLLY
San Francisco, Calif.
Philosophy & Religious Studies

JAMES HUNT 
Greenbackville, 
Md.
Biology

STEVEN GODIN
New Orleans, La.
Health Studies

ALBERTO CARDELLE
Atlanta, Ga.
College of Health Sciences

RICHARD OT TO
New York, N.Y.
Digital Media Technologies

JONI OYE-BENINTENDE
New York, N.Y.
Art + Design

DARLENE FARRIS-LABAR
New York, N.Y.
Art + Design

CHRISTINE HOFMEISTER
New York, N.Y.
Computer Science
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JOHAN ELIASSON
Brussels, Belgium
Political Science

YI-HUI HUANG
New Taipei City, Taiwan
Digital Media TechnologiesNURUN BEGUM 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
Early Childhood and Elementary Education

YOSHINORI TANOKURA
Prague, Czech Republic
Theatre

MIHYE JEONG
Seoul, South Korea
Phys. Ed. Teacher Certification
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Grant awards are taking ESU all over the world. 
A publication highlighting “Research, Scholarship and 
Creative Activities,” unveiled in January, features a “Where 
in the World” section showing the interesting places grant-
funded projects are taking faculty and staff. 

 Significant progress has been made since President 
Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D., challenged the campus 
community to become more engaged in research and 
scholarly activity, and to raise ESU grant awards from an 
average of about $2 million each year to $5 million by 
2020. 

In fiscal year 2014-2015, ESU brought in $2.29 million 
in external grant funds, a 34 percent increase from the 
previous year. In addition, $60,000 in internal funds were 
awarded for Faculty Development and Research grants.

The Research, Scholarship and Creative Activities 
publication highlights endeavors that align with the 

university’s Strategic Plan, Students First: Innovate ESU. It 
is central to ESU’s mission to offer exciting opportunities 
for students, faculty and staff to engage in research and 
creative projects and to cultivate a culture of innovation, 
entrepreneurship and scholarship.

Highlights of global grant activity include a trip  by 
Associate Professor Yoshi Tanokura to the Czech Republic 
to participate in the Prague Quadrennial global theater 
festival, and a trip by Associate Professor Yi-Hui Huang, 
Ph.D., to Taiwan to photograph and document the 
historical transition of New Taipei City.

Additionally, Professor Johan Eliasson, Ph.D., traveled 
to Brussels, Belgium, to collect data for his research project 
on bilateral trade. 

View the 2014-2015 Research, Scholarship 
and Creative Activities publication:

www.esu.edu/red/ospr/annual_report.cfm

Where in the world ...
did grants take them?

http://www.esu.edu/red/ospr/annual_report.cfm
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Grad student wins state 
Business Plan event
Blaise Delfino ’14 M’17, won the 

Student Business Plan Competition 
sponsored by Pennsylvania’s State 
System of Higher Education and 
$10,000 for his business Fader Plugs, 
as well as the Student Choice Award 
for the most viewed YouTube video 
with 4,500 hits.

Edmond Hawi ’16 won second 
place in the Student Choice Awards 
and $150 for best poster depicting his 
business model for Failure2Fail.

Tammy Tuckey ’17, founder of 
The Tiara Talk Show, was a finalist, 
and Rebecca Connolly ’16 was a 
semi-finalist for her company 
Equi-Vogue.

Students worked with 
faculty as well as the staff of the 
business accelerator program and 
entrepreneurial center to prepare 
their business plans.

A total of 223 student teams 
from the 14 state system universities 
competed, including 27 from ESU.

This is the second time ESU has 
won first place in the competition 
with Jonathan Weber ’15, winning 
$10,000 in 2011 for eDentified.

Thomas Rounsville M’12, won 
second place in 2012 for his company 
Wildlife Integrative Forensics.

Nursing students 
hear endowed lecture 

ESU nursing students were 
inspired during a lecture titled 
“Promoting Behavioral and 
Cognitive Health in People Living 
with Dementia.”

The lecture, presented by Ann M. 
Kolanowski, Ph.D., RN, FGSA, FAAN,  
on April 7, was part of the Yvonne 
Troiani-Sweeney Endowed Lecture 
Series for Nursing Enrichment, 
which is supported by the Niedbala 
Family Foundation and its founders 
Linda (Troiani) Niedbala ’83 and 
her husband, Sam Niedbala, Ph.D., 
’82. 

The series began in 2013 as a 
tribute to Linda’s sister, Yvonne 
Troiani-Sweeney ’78, a nursing 
alumna diagnosed with a form of 
early onset dementia. The endowed 
lecture series educated healthcare 
professionals and the community 
about the cognitive impairment 
associated with dementia and other 
diseases. 

ESU names new 
chief of police

Stroudsburg native William 
Parrish became the new chief of 
university police in March.

Parrish worked as chief of police 
for the Stroud Area Regional Police 
Department in East Stroudsburg since 
2012, and had been a member of 
SARP since 2000. Previously, he was 
a member of Stroud Township Police 
Department and the Stroudsburg 
Police Department.

He has been recognized by 
the regional community for his 
outstanding work as SARP’s Chief of 
Police and is also involved in many 
community initiatives. 

Debut novel
“Night of The Animals,” the 

first novel of Bill Broun, associate 
professor of English, will be 
published in July by Ecco, an imprint 
of HarperCollins Publishers.

The book, a culmination of 
14 years of work, explores the 
boundaries of reality, the ghosts of 
love and trauma, and the power of 
redemption.

The story is described as “a tale 
of Noah’s Ark recast as a story of 
fate and family,” set in near-future 
London.

ESUNews

At the Yvonne Troiani-Sweeney Endowed Lecture Series in April: President Marcia 
G. Welsh, Ph.D., left, and Laura Waters, Ph.D., associate professor and chair of 
nursing, right, with Sam Niedbala, Ph.D., ’82, Linda (Troiani) Niedbala ’83, and 
Ann M. Kolanowski, Ph.D., RN, FGSA, FAAN, keynote speaker.

Blaise Delfino ’14 M’17 Chief William Parrish
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ESU’s first doctorate approved
The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education’s 

Board of Governors has approved a Doctor of Education 
in Educational Leadership and Administration for ESU, 
a 60-credit program that will be the first doctorate in the 
123-year history of the university.

“This is a proud day for us at East Stroudsburg 
University,” said ESU President Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D. 
“We’re confident that this new offering will attract 
leaders in education to fill a well-established critical 
need in the region, particularly given the challenges 
of shrinking budgets and demanding professional 
standards. Earning these credentials enables educators 
to impact education, and therefore the region and state, 
through leadership and critical thinking.”

Once the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education evaluates ESU’s request to include the new 
Ed.D. program within the scope of the university’s 
accreditation, ESU will be allowed to launch the doctoral 
program during the 2016-2017 academic year.

ESU has been offering this program since 2000 in 
collaboration with Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
(IUP), which has been the only State System university 
approved to offer doctoral degrees.

That restriction was lifted in 2012 with the passage 
of Pennsylvania’s Higher Education Modernization Act, 
which permitted all State System universities to propose 
and offer professional doctoral degrees. Because of the 
demonstrated need for the degree and ESU’s ability to 
support the doctoral program, both institutions agreed 
that ESU should develop its own degree. The curriculum, 
closely modeled on the IUP program, has been fully 

approved through ESU’s university-wide curriculum 
committee.

Terry Barry, Ed.D., dean of ESU’s College of 
Education, noted that while the new doctoral degree 
will be housed in the Department of Professional 
and Secondary Education, there will be collaboration 
and interdisciplinary involvement across ESU and 
with outside agencies, providing opportunities for 
internships, research studies and other practitioner-based 
requirements.

The new program’s courses will be taught primarily 
by ESU faculty with supporting temporary instructors 
who have specific industry specializations used for 
certain courses.

“ESU’s doctorate is designed to enhance leadership 
and administrative skills of PreK-16 leaders,” said ESU 
Provost Joanne Bruno, J.D. “The Ed.D. is grounded in 
the belief that effective administrators play a key role in 
advancing their institutions and the students they serve. 
This program has been a long time coming.”

According to Douglas Lare, Ed.D., professor of 
professional and secondary education and doctoral 
program coordinator, the ESU/IUP partnership program 
has had strong enrollment throughout its 15-year 
existence.

Dr. Lare, who has played a key role in the 
development of ESU’s doctoral curriculum, added that 
ESU’s program will be vigorously documented and 
assessed through analysis of student performance data 
to make sure it continues to align with the standards 
required by state and national accreditation agencies.

Ed.D. in EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION

ESU is among 
the top 40 

schools placed 
on the new 
Excellence in 
Community 
College Transfer 

Honor Roll, 
which identifies 

the top four-year 
colleges and universities supporting 
student transfers from community 
colleges. 

The honor comes from the Phi 
Theta Kappa honor society, which 

recognizes students pursuing two-
year degrees.

“This confirms what we already 
know — that East Stroudsburg 
University is committed to 
developing collaborative 
partnerships with community 
colleges in order develop program–
to-program and dual admission 
agreements that students want and 
need,” said President Marcia G. 
Welsh, Ph.D. “We take great pride in 
our transfer programs and know that 
they work for our students.”

“We have partnered with eight 
community colleges to implement 
reverse transfer agreements that 
allow former community college 
students to transfer ESU coursework 
to complete their associates 
degree requirements,” noted 
David Bousquet, vice president of 
enrollment management at ESU.

More than 73 percent of ESU’s 
901 recent transfer students came 
from a community college. ESU has 
67 agreements with 13 community 
college partners in Pennsylvania, 
New York and New Jersey. 

University honored for community college transfers

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org
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By Barbara Marshall
Imagine the power of thousands 

of minds, worldwide, all focused on a 
single, critical project to discover new 
antibiotics.

Students across the globe are 
“crowdsourcing” science, tackling 
the research needed to combat the 
problem of antibiotic resistance and 
while they’re at it, engaging in a 
practical, hands-on project.

That is why microbiologist 
Joshua Loomis, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of biological sciences, 
wanted to add ESU power to the 
efforts of universities participating 
in the Small World Initiative (SWI). 
Started at Yale in 2012, SWI connects 
science students at 109 colleges and 
universities in the search for new 
antibiotics. ESU is the fifth school in 
Pennsylvania to be accepted into the 
project.

Antibiotic resistance is arguably 
the most serious public health threat 
today, said Loomis. “Bacteria are 
becoming resistant quicker than we 
can discover new antibiotics.” 

SWI says antibiotic resistance 
accounts for an estimated 700,000 
deaths a year, and that if solutions 

aren’t found, the number of annual 
deaths will balloon to 10 million 
by 2050 — more than the number 
of people who die of cancer and 
diabetes combined.

Students in Loomis’s general 
microbiology lab will get to work this 
fall. Since two-thirds of antibiotics 
originate from microorganisms and 
fungi in soil, students will collect 
soil samples, catalog and document 
them, and perform experiments to 
isolate diverse bacteria. Then the 
organisms will be tested for possible 
antibiotic properties. 

Soil samples can come from 
anywhere since actinomycetes, 
the microorganisms that produce 
antibiotics, vary in different parts of 
the world.

“Streptomycin originated from 
a cow pasture near Rutgers,” Loomis 
said. “A student snorkeling in Key 
Largo found an actinomycete.”

When a likely organism is found, 
its DNA will be isolated to decide 
what it is. Loomis said SWI has 
already isolated several thousand 
microbes, and some students have 
already published their findings.

“This is not a traditional type of 

lab,” Loomis said. “This is student 
driven, working on cutting-edge 
problems. Doing real science is what 
sparked my interest in a science 
career.”

“We are training the next 
generation of scientists. It’s not just 
coming to lab and mixing colored 
liquids together.”

Acceptance into the Small World 
Initiative “is a real feather in our 
cap,” said Maria Kitchens-Kintz, 
Ph.D., assistant professor and chair 
of biological sciences, noting that 
students, “are helping to put issues 
important to human beings on the 
map.” 

 “It is a real-world, practical 
application,” she added. “We are very 
job oriented here in biology. Right 
from the undergraduate level we 
want to impart both knowledge and 
skills.”

Joanne Z. Bruno, J.D., provost 
and vice president of academic 
affairs, said, “It really is a small world. 
This project gives Dr. Loomis and 
students a chance to connect to other 
institutions in the U.S., to network 
and be part of the progress in finding 
new sources of antibiotics.”

The value of undergraduate 
research for students is profound, 
she said. “Undergraduate research is 
considered a best practice, to engage 
students in real life projects sooner 
rather than later. A long-term project 
is what really engages students.”

The SWI project is also a 
leadership and training opportunity 
for both faculty and students, Bruno 
said. And participation in the project 
demonstrates the commitment and 
expertise of ESU faculty. “I’m so 
proud of Dr. Loomis. He has only 
been here a year, and we are proud of 
his energy, enthusiasm and intellect, 
and we are thrilled that he has 
undertaken this project.” .

Students tackle global antibiotic crisis
CROWDSOURCING RESEARCH
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Joshua Loomis, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of biological sciences, is 
working with students on cutting-edge 
“real science” this fall.
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FACULTY FOCUS

AN INSECT HONOR: 
Selenacentrus Wallacei

By Margie Peterson 
East Stroudsburg University Biology Professor 

Matthew S. Wallace, Ph.D., gained a bit of immortality 
recently and it comes with six legs, four wings and a 
talent for disguising itself.  

The newly named Selenacentrus Wallacei is a 
type of treehopper insect that was discovered by two 
entomologists from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Brendan O. Morris and Dr. Christopher H. 
Dietrich named the genus of the new treehopper after 
the late Latin singer Selena Quintanilla, who was known 
as the Queen of Tejano Music. But the species moniker, 
“Wallacei,” is named for Dr. Matthew Wallace because the 
scientists used the ESU professor’s research to help in the 
insect’s identification. 

“I was so flattered and surprised and honored,” 
Wallace said. “I never thought that would happen, so it’s 
just a really nice thing.”  

Maria Kitchens-Kintz, Ph.D., assistant professor and 
chair of biological sciences at ESU, said the tribute is 
fitting because Dr. Wallace is a highly respected professor 
and “a world leader in the field of treehopper insects.”

“We are very pleased that someone outside of ESU 
has named a new species of treehoppers after him,” 
Dr. Kitchens-Kintz said. “This speaks volumes about 
Dr. Wallace’s influence in this field, and the enormous 
respect Dr. Dietrich and Mr. Morris have for him as well.” 

Morris said they sought to “recognize his invaluable 
contributions to treehopper taxonomy, particularly the 
subfamily Centrotinae, to which this species belongs. 
Without his comprehensive systematic treatment of the 
subfamily – his Ph.D. work – the peculiarities of this new 
genus would’ve been much harder to find.” 

For Wallace’s doctoral dissertation, which was 
published in book form in 2004, he provided numerous 
descriptions and illustrations of different types of 
treehoppers. 

“That book helped Chris and Brendan out a lot in 
identifying a new treehopper that they had collected in 
Texas and Northern Mexico,” Wallace said. “So I kind of 
put the outline out there.”

Selenacentrus Wallacei is brown and has what looks 
like a hood covering its body. Treehoppers sit on plants 
and suck the sap of the plant but they don’t really do 
much damage to agriculture, Wallace said. 

“Their form is so interesting,” Wallace said. 
“Depending on the treehopper they can assume the 
shape of a leaf, of a thorn, of another insect like an 
ant; there’s so many different things. It’s apparently a 
way to hide from predators, like a type of mimicry or 

camouflage.”  
Wallace said thousands of insects are identified each 

year.  Those who discover them can be pretty creative 
in naming them, often simply adding “i” to the end 
of a name to “Latinize” it. Historically, Latin was the 
language of science and Latin names are given for species 
so that scientists of different languages can use the same 
common name for each creature.  

 “Sometimes people will name it after their favorite 
rock band,” Wallace said. “There’s a new species of louse. 
Somebody had found a louse with a head that looks like 
Darth Vader’s helmet, so they called it Vaderi.” 

The number of people nationwide and abroad who 
study treehoppers is fairly small so researchers in the field 
meet each year for a camping trip in Maryland to collect 
species and exchange information and ideas. 

Dietrich, a University of Illinois professor, is a leader 
in the field and Morris’s mentor. Wallace said he met 
Morris, a graduate student, about five years ago at one of 
the treehopper gatherings. The Selenacentrus Wallacei 
was described in an article by Morris and Dietrich in the 
Annals of the Entomological Society of America. 

“It’s very exciting to discover something new as it 
provides an additional piece to the evolutionary puzzle,” 
Morris said.

By classifying these insects, scientists can better study 
them and where they fit into the ecosystem, Wallace said. 

“If you’re talking about ecosystem health and health 
of the environment, treehoppers are definitely a food for 
other animals, other insects, birds and lizards,” he said. 

Wallace himself has named newly discovered species 
of treehoppers, including one for a treehopper collector 
about a year ago. 

“He’s a guy in Costa Rica who sends me all these 
pictures when he finds these things and I determined 
that one of the pictures he sent me was new, that I had 
never seen it before,” Wallace said. “I named it after him 
because he had done so much work and it was such a 
great contribution.” 

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org
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Koehler Fieldhouse Remodeling

Beyond being the “home” to nearly 550 Warrior student-
athletes each year, Koehler Fieldhouse is also used as 
classroom and lab space, commencement exercises, admission 
events, and community activities.

The estimated cost for this renovation project is $25 
million, and start of this project will commence upon 
identification of appropriate funding sources.

athletic heritage  &    fresh design

Schematic designs for renovation 
of Koehler Fieldhouse were recently 
completed.  Recommended updates 
include an enlarged lobby intended to 
honor the athletic heritage of the Warrior 
Nation, an expanded office area for faculty 
and coaches, updated locker rooms, a 
consolidated weight room, and improved 
overall aesthetics.

heart of the campus

on the horizon
Change & growth
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The New Keystone Center
The university continues to make progress in the construction plans for the Keystone 

Center, a 269,000 square foot co-curricular complex that will replace the University Center, 
Kemp Library and the Center for Hospitality Management (formerly known as the “old dining 
hall”).

The Keystone Center will be built in two phases. Phase I of this project will be home to 
student clubs and organizations, including space for student veterans, a student women’s 
center and commuters as well as the student newspaper, The Stroud Courier, and WESS radio.  
Network infrastructure will be modernized and all offices associated with computing and IT will 
be located in this building to provide robust and secure technologies.

This four-story portion of the Keystone Center will also house a new ballroom and 
meeting rooms to support the needs of the campus community as well as the broader Pocono 
Community, and there will also be a number of food service areas for carry-out and grab-
and-go conveniences and hot meals and catering associated with events taking place in the 
ballroom facilities.

Phase II of the Keystone Center project will include razing of the existing University Center 
and Computing Center buildings and construction of a new library. The entire project, both 
phase I and II, is projected to take approximately 72 months to complete.

athletic heritage  &    fresh design

New Student Housing 
ESU is expected to break ground on a third suite-style residence hall in 

summer 2016 with an anticipated opening the following year.
This new residence hall will provide living accommodations for 488 students, 

and permit the university to temporarily take existing traditional residence halls 
off-line for life-cycle renovation and renewal.

Suite-style housing continues to grow in popularity among students because it 
allows them to choose from a variety of housing styles not available in traditional 
residence halls. 

As with some of the other new facilities on campus, this new residence hall will 
be equipped with geothermal technology, upgraded security features, attractive 
outdoor green spaces, and various student support services on the ground floor. 

the suite life for students



In a follow-up report released in March by The 
Education Trust, Rising Tide II: Do Black Students Benefit 
as Grad Rates Increase?, East Stroudsburg University 
ranked third nationally and first in Pennsylvania among 
232 institutions that have improved overall graduation 
rates during the past decade utilizing an average three-
year graduation rate cohort size of at least 30 first-time, 
full-time black students and 30 first-time, full-time white 
students in 2003 and 2013. ESU was among the top 52 
institutions, along with others such as The Ohio State 
University and Texas Tech, that stand out in the report 
for raising graduation rates among black students and 
narrowing gaps.

“At ESU we continue to do all we can to ensure our 
campus remains diverse,” said ESU President Marcia 
G. Welsh, Ph.D. “We welcomed a record 39 percent of 
minority students to ESU last fall and as our strategic 
plan indicates, we intend to continue to serve all 
students that choose our University with equal and 
outstanding educational opportunities.” Welsh added 
that the number of African American freshmen in 
the 2015 entering class increased by 40.7 percent and 
Hispanic freshmen enrollment is up 14.4 percent over the 
previous year.

Findings indicate that completion rates for black 
students increased at almost 70 percent of the 232 public, 
four-year institutions that improved overall graduation 
rates during the 10-year span. According to the study, 
ESU’s 10-year overall graduation rate from 2003 to 2013 
increased by 7.7 percent (2013 graduation rate percentage 
was 57.3). ESU, however, was among those schools who 
reported that the change in black student graduation 
rates for the same time period increased by 21 percent 

(42.3 in 2013) as opposed to a 7.5 percent for white 
students (59.2 in 2013).

“ESU’s admissions team works tirelessly to 
understand the interests of high school students, 
especially with the help of guidance counselors and 
educators throughout the Northeast,” added Jeff Jones, 
director of admissions. “We want to be sure that the 
educational experience of all students is met but we 
also know that it’s important to provide them with 
appropriate cultural and life experiences that will prepare 
them for the career path they follow after graduation.”

While the news was good for ESU, the study found 
that more than half of the institutions (53 percent) 
examined had larger graduation rate gains for white 
students, widening the gaps between groups. The 
report also noted that nearly one-third of colleges 
and universities that improved overall student success 
saw graduates rates for black students that were flat or 
declining. The Education Trust’s report also named 27 
institutions that have a declining graduation rate for 
black students and significantly widening gaps.

This is the second of two research papers looking 
at the graduation rates of traditionally underserved 
minority students. The first report — Rising Tide: Do 
College Grad Rate Gains Benefit All Students? — was 
released in December 2015 and examined the graduation 
rates of Latino, Native, African American, and white 
students. In that earlier report, ESU was ranked sixth 
among the 255 institutions in exhibiting exceptional 
improvements in graduation rates and diminished gaps 
for underrepresented minority students (URMs). 

Read the report: edtrust.org/resource/risingtideii

ESU third in improving grad rates 
and closing gap for black students

Source: The Education Trust

GRADUATION RATES IMPROVING

2003

2013
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Keep checking www.esualumni.org/homecoming for more 
information about the weekend, reserving tailgating spots, and
other events as the schedule takes shape, or call 570-422-3194.

SAVE
THE

DATE! O C T O B E R  1 4 - 1 6 ,  2 0 1 6

Join your fellow Warriors for the Annual Alumni Awards Banquet,
Homecoming Tailgate and celebrations for classes ending in “1”
and “6” including the celebration for the 50th Reunion of the
Class of 1966. Also, don’t miss out on family events during the
weekend for alumni and their future Warriors, including tours 
of the Planetarium and Wildlife Museum. 

homecoming ad 2016_Layout 1  4/13/16  4:36 PM  Page 1

By Leon John, Jr.
Plans for the Class of 1966 50th 

Reunion during Homecoming Weekend 
on October 14-16 are in full swing.

“For some of our classmates, this 
is the first time we will be coming back 
in many years, so we want to make the 
best use of our time on campus during 
Homecoming,” said Mike Miller ’66, chair of the Class 
of 1966 Reunion Committee.  

Plans  for the weekend include campus tours, brunch 
with the president and student leaders, the annual 
Alumni Awards and Class of 1966 Reunion Banquet, and 
a Tailgate Class Party. Members of the committee are also 
working on collecting information from their classmates 
for a memory book.

 The committee has also discussed endowing a 
scholarship in the name of the Class of 1966, feeling 
this is the most effective way to make sure the class 

can be forever remembered at ESU. The 
scholarship would provide support for 
students in need and help offset the cost 
of tuition. 

Serving on the Homecoming 
planning committee with Miller 
are Karen Houser Huggins ’66, 
James Lennox ’66, Gilbert “Gibby” 

Romaine ’66, Marcia Seymour Romaine’66 and Rich 
Westervelt ’66.

“We want to make this the biggest reunion yet,” 
Miller said.

More information will be coming as October draws 
closer.  

There is still time to get involved! 
If you would like to help plan the Class of 1966 50th Reunion, 
email Mike Miller at carmikegolf@aol.com or call 
the ESU Office of Alumni Engagement at 570-422-3194. 

Class of 1966 prepares for big reunion

50y e a r s

mailto:carmikegolf@aol.com
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By Val Caval ’14 
Mary Pakenas Gardner ’74 M’77 had a plan. In the 

spring of 1974, the two most important weekends of her 
life were just a few days away. She was to graduate from 
East Stroudsburg University first and then a week later she 
would walk down the aisle on her wedding day. After the 
wedding, she and her husband, Dean Gardner, were all set 
to pack their bags and leave for the Peace Corps. 

She never expected that a phone call would change 
her life. A few days before graduating from ESU, 
Gardner received a call asking if she would be interested 
in interviewing for a teaching and coaching job at 
Bloomsburg University.

“My immediate professional goal was to serve in the 
Peace Corps; not to coach or to teach, but Dr. Penny, 
former chair of the physical education department, 
suggested that I at least take the opportunity to 
interview,” she said. 

Despite her initial plans, when the job was offered, 
she accepted and her success in the classroom and as 

a coach led her on a career path that culminated with 
recognition as the first female honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Division II Athletic 
Directors Association, which will be presented in June.

Gardner’s coaching career began after a record-setting 
career in the pool at ESU, which included recognition as 
the Warriors’ Senior Female Athlete of the Year in 1974. 
She was a three-time national champion, winning titles 
and setting national records in the 50-yard and 100-yard 
breaststroke in 1971 and the 50-yard breaststroke in 1972. 
She held numerous pool and team records throughout 
her collegiate career and was a four-time EAIAW 
champion, and also lettered in field hockey.

Her competiveness as an athlete helped form her 
coaching style. Gardner’s swimming squads posted an 
overall record of 88-28, and she coached 44 swimmers 
to All-America honors and several individual national 
champions. She also served as the Huskies’ first field 
hockey coach and registered a four-year record of 20-12-9.

After several years of teaching and coaching, Gardner 

Hall of Famer to receive 
Lifetime Achievement Award

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Mary Gardner ’74 M’77, shown at her retirement in 2011, oversaw 
more than $18 million in renovations to Bloomsburg University’s 

facilities during her 23 years as the Huskies’ athletic director.

Photo courtesy Bloomsburg: The University Magazine
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was encouraged by her 
colleagues to step into an 
administrative role as the 
University’s Director of Equal 
Opportunity and Sport. She 
continued to coach and teach 
when she accepted the role of 
Associate Athletics Director a 
few years later.

“In the late 1980s 
and early ’90s, I was very 
fortunate to work with 
administrators at Bloomsburg 
who not only supported 
women’s sports, but also 
encouraged gender equity,” 
she said. 

When the Athletics 
Director retired in 1987, 
Gardner stepped in as the 
interim Athletics Director 
and six months later, she was 
appointed to the full-time 
position in July 1988. One 
of the first female athletic 
directors in the country 
responsible for both men’s 
and women’s programs, 
Gardner spent 23 years in the 
position before retiring in 
2011. She was named National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletic (NACDA) Athletics Director of the 
Year for the northeast region in 2001. She was honored 
as the Division II Athletics Director of the Year by the 
National Association of Collegiate Women Athletic 
Administrators (NACWAA) in 2003. Along the way, she 
directed more than $18 million in athletics facilities 
renovations on Bloomsburg’s campus.

Gardner served on numerous NCAA committees 
including the DII Management Council, Committee 
on Women’s Athletics, DII Football Project Team, DII 
Legislation Committee, DII Membership Committee, 
NCAA Swimming and Diving committee as well 
as several NCAA regional ranking committees and 
numerous Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference (PSAC) 
committees. 

“Serving on national committees enhanced my 
professional growth and broadened my understanding 
of the governance structure of the NCAA,” she said. 
“The contributions of my fellow committee members 
were integral in setting policy for Division II and the 
opportunity to collaborate with my professional peers 
from across the country was invaluable to my career and 
rewarding to me personally.”

Gardner attributes her success to supportive 
colleagues who helped her along the way. When she 

started her collegiate life 
at ESU she was a “very 
independent soul.” Having 
lost both her parents when 
she was young, she found 
individuals at the university 
who became her support 
system and her family. 

“ESU was the 
foundation for everything 
I did in my life,” she 
said. “The faculty and 
administrators at ESU 
were the family I did not 
have— their support and 
encouragement gave me the 
confidence to succeed in 
all aspects of my collegiate 
career.”

While working at 
Bloomsburg, she found 
people of like minds 
who believed in her and 
supported her every step of 
the way. She strongly credits 
coaches and administrators 
who continued to believe 
in the principles of fairness 
and equity for all sports.

“You can’t do anything 
by yourself,” she said. “But if you have a strong network of 
intelligent, hard-working and good people surrounding 
you, differences of opinions can be expressed and 
compromises made, resulting in long lasting success.” 

When Gardner received the news that she would 
be the D2 Athletic Directors Association Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient, it did not take long for 
her phone to start buzzing with messages from coaches, 
former students and staff members, and administrative 
peers.

“It is the greatest feeling to know people remember 
the work we did,” she said. “It feels like we made a 
difference and that’s the most important part.”

Forty-two years ago, Mary Gardner had her life 
mapped out. Today she smiles, feeling fortunate 
that things do not always go according to plan; but 
her journey was far more exciting than she had ever 
imagined.

In retirement, Gardner continues to reside in 
Bloomsburg with her husband Dean ’74. Dean is on his 
third career now – working with their son Tim as the 
owner of Gardner Homes, LLC. Their daughter, Kaitlyn 
works as a high school business teacher. Dean and Mary 
have five grandchildren, ages 1 – 10 years, and Mary, aka 
Grandy, enjoys “spoiling them daily.” 
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A photo in the 1971 yearbook shows Mary Pakenas Gardner ’74 M’77 
on the winner’s stand as a champion swimmer at East Stroudsburg.
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By Leon John, Jr.
Ashley Puderbach Swartz ’09 M.Ed. ’10 received many awards and 

distinctions as a student leader, and her ability to multitask and achieve 
multiple degrees makes her stand out among her peers.

Now finishing her first term as a member of the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors, she hopes to continue to serve for the maximum three 
terms. 

While attending the Annual 
Cherry Blossom Brunch in 
Washington, D.C., Swartz was 
vocal about planning more events 
for alumni in the D.C.,  Virginia 
and Maryland area, where she 
feels there is a great opportunity. 

“This area has so much to 
offer in terms of culture, events 
and opportunities for alumni to get involved,” said Swartz. With the 
region boasting more than 650 alumni, she hopes other graduates will 
help plan events and formally create a chapter. 

As a special education teacher since graduation, Swartz realizes the 
need to make education available to everyone, regardless of special needs 
or disabilities. She received her school district’s 2015-2016 LifeChanger of 
the Year Award, which recognizes excellent teachers who have a positive 
influence in leadership.

Her experiences also include time as a varsity track coach, assistant 
field hockey coach, a tutor, and a life skills coach for her students. Swartz 
attributes her willingness to be involved to her time as a student at ESU. 

Swartz hopes to make a difference on the Alumni Association board 
and as an ESU ambassador by planning events, speaking to alumni and 
finding out more about what they would like to see in their areas. “If they 
cannot make it to ESU, then we should bring ESU to them,” she said.

YOUNG ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
Meet Ashley Puderbach Swartz 

COBM BREAKFAST EVENT IN NYC
The College of Business and Management and the Office 

of Alumni Engagement hosted 30 alumni and friends of the 
College of Business and Management Alumni Affinity group at 
the Row NYC Hotel on March 9.

Dr. Sheila Handy, chair of business management, and 
Carol Miller ’81, associate professor and interim chair of hotel, 
restaurant and tourism management, planned the breakfast 
and helped identify Tyler Dubs ’10, who works at the Row 
NYC, to assist with the logistics and timing of the event. 

“We wanted to give our COBM alumni an opportunity to 
let us know what time works best in NYC, and they told us that 
morning events are best. So, we ran with it,” said Miller.

This is the second event of its kind, and as the popularity 
for affinity groups such as COBM continues to grow, the 
alumni office hopes to collaborate with more academic 
departments to encourage alumni to celebrate their 
accomplishments. 

Enjoying the COBM Affinity breakfast in New York City are, from 
left, Dr. Sheila Handy, chair of business management; Tyler Dubs 
’10, Carol Miller ’81, associate professor and interim chair of 
hotel, restaurant and tourism management, and Dr. Pattabiraman 
Neelakantan, professor and chair of economics.
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BE AN ALUMNI HOST!
Like to host an alumni event? 

The Office of Alumni Engagement 
can help.

Email esualumni@esu.edu 
or call 570-422-3194. 
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LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
When the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the Alumni 

Association hosted its “Holidays in Bethlehem” 
event at ESU’s Lehigh Valley Center in December, 
several graduates noted that the Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton area would be a great region to 
cultivate and engage alumni.

“There are so many alumni in the Lehigh Valley, 
it’s only natural for us to get something started back 
up,” said Ernest Kovacs ’65, who helped plan 50th 
reunion activities for the Class of 1965 last year.

Since then, Kovacs and others have been busy 
planning events to attract some of the more than 
3,000 alumni who live in the Lehigh Valley:

n June 3  Happy Hour at the Historic Hotel 
Bethlehem, 437 Main St., Bethlehem, 5-7 p.m.

n August 7 ESU Day at the IronPigs, Coca-Cola Park, 
1050 Ironpigs Way, Allentown, 1:35 p.m.

The chapter also plans to be at the Lehigh Valley 
Center during Bethlehem’s Musikfest in August, and 
is setting up fall events that will culminate with the 
Holidays in Bethlehem event on December 2.  

Alumni interested in being part of the Lehigh Valley 
Chapter should contact Kovacs at e-rkovacs@rcn.com or call 
the ESU Office of Alumni Engagement at 570-422-3194. 

From left, Dawn Ketterman-Benner ’70, Rhonda Miller ’16, and Ernie Kovacs ’65,  
members of the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the ESU Alumni Association.
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ESU DAYESU DAY IRON PIGSAT 
THE

Bring your Warrior spirit to Coca Cola Park, home of the Lehigh Valley IronPigs

LEHIGH VALLEY IRONPIGS VS. ROCHESTER RED WINGS
Sunday, August 7, 2016   Game time 1:35 p.m.
Coca Cola Park, 1050 IronPigs Way, Allentown, PA

E U FOUNDATION

EVENT SPONSOR Be among the � rst 3,000 entrants 
to receive a special IronPigs Cap 
Give-Away, courtesy of ESU!

 President Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D., 
will throw out the � rst pitch!

 Special alumni seating for $10 
per person on the Picnic Patio. 
Visit www.esualumni.org or call 
570-422-3194 for more information.

ESU WARRIORS
Join Us at the Ball Park!

DELCO/CHESCO CHAPTER
Delaware and Chester counties have a high 

concentration of alumni, and R. Griggs Levy ’87 and 
Cara Feehan Miller ’01 are working to bring Warriors 
together from these areas.

“We want to give our Warrior alumni an 
opportunity to reconnect,” said Miller. “It’s all about 
the Warrior pride and creating an opportunity to get 
together to showcase that pride, even though we are not 
on campus,” Levy added.

Levy and Miller have planned an event this summer 
that they hope will attract alumni who have come to 
past events and encourage new alumni to get involved:

n June 16 “Warrior Huddle” Happy Hour, 5-8 p.m., at Not 
Your Average Joe’s, 561 Glen Eagle Square, Glen Mills. 

Volunteers are needed to help plan more events and 
engagement opportunities in the Delco/Chesco area. 
Email Griggs at R.GriggsLevy@verizon.net. 

R. Griggs Levy ’87 Cara Feehan Miller ’01

For more information about upcoming 
alumni chapter activities and events, email the Office 
of Alumni Engagement at ljohn2@esu.edu or call 
570-422-3194. Keep current online by checking www.
esualumni.org for added events.

mailto:e-rkovacs@rcn.com
mailto:R.GriggsLevy@verizon.net
mailto:ljohn2@esu.edu
http://www.esualumni.org
http://www.esualumni.org
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ALUMNI EVENTS
CHERRY BLOSSOM BRUNCH 

FEATURES SPEAKER ON NATIONAL SECURITY
Retired Lt. Gen. Raymond Palumbo was the featured speaker 

at this year’s annual Cherry Blossom Brunch held April 3 at the 
Army-Navy Country Club in Arlington, Va. Palumbo spoke about 
communication challenges relating to national security that 
military and corporate leaders face in today’s world. 

Tom Leshko ’57, and James Viola ’84 of the Washington, 
D.C., Metro Area Chapter helped organize the event. 

Alumni who would like to get involved or have ideas for the 
D.C. chapter should email Viola at jamesviola@gmail.com. 

PROFESSOR SHARES DEPARTMENT, 
CAMPUS UPDATES WITH ALUMNI
Samuel E. Quainoo, Ph.D., professor 

and chair of the ESU Political Science 
Department, was invited to a lunch in 
Lambertville, N.J., in February by eight 
ESU alumni to share with them current 
developments at ESU.

The invitation came from Mary Ellen 
McNish ’68, senior adviser to the World 
Summit of Nobel Laureates Secretariat 
in Rome and retired CEO of the Hunger 
Project. Most members of the gathering who 
were social studies majors are professional 
teachers, administrators, CEOs, and 
business owners. They shared the wonderful 
experiences they had at ESU and the training 
and opportunities the university has offered 
them since graduation.  

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS MEET 
AT FLYERS PLAYOFF CLINCHER

Fifty alumni and friends 
attended a Philadelphia Flyers game 
on April 9, and got to see the Flyers 
clinch a National Hockey League 
playoff berth with a 3-1 win over 
the Pittsburgh Penguins.

A Flyers gathering will become a 
yearly tradition for the ESU Alumni 
Association, with plans already in 
the works for next season. 

Scott Higgins ’06, with his fiancée Lisa Tolomeo 
at the Philadelphia Flyers Game in April. 

Seated around the table at the Lambertville, N.J., political science department alumni lunch, 
from left, are Katherine Bitow ’68, Anne Prendergast, Carol Weisbrout Brunnebend ’68, 
Sam Quainoo, Ph.D., Mary Ellen McNish ’68, Bob Treftz ’69, Kathy McCarthy Treft ’68, and 
Vivian Robinson ’69.
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ESU alumni gather on the steps of the Army Navy Country Club in Arlington, Va., after  
the annual Cherry Blossom Brunch hosted by the Washington, D.C., Metro Area Chapter 
of the ESU Alumni Association.

mailto:jamesviola@gmail.com
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Over the course of six days at four events, more 
than 100 ESU alumni and friends gathered in the 
Sunshine State to rekindle friendships and hear news 
and updates from campus.

n THE VILLAGES  The events kicked off on February 
23 at the Legacy Restaurant. The gathering, hosted 
by Sandra “Pinky” O’Neil-Seiler ’57, welcomed 15 
alumni and friends in attendance as President Marcia 
G. Welsh, Ph.D., provided updates on campus and 
enrollment. 

n ST. PETE BEACH Happy Hour at The Postcard Inn  
followed on February 25. Host Bob Sauerwine ’89 
welcomed alumni and friends who were also given 
campus updates and had an opportunity to ask 
questions about campus growth and expansion. 

n ENGLEWOOD The Myakka Pines Golf Club was the 
next stop as Dick Merring ’57 and Joan Merring ’67 
hosted the Annual Suncoast Chapter Golf outing and 
luncheon on February 26. More than 60 alumni and 
friends gathered and also contributed to the Suncoast 
Chapter Annual Scholarship.

The Suncoast Chapter, made up of 
alumni from the Englewood area, has been in 
existence for several years and makes annual 
contributions to the scholarship that the golf 
outing benefits. 

n DON PEDRO ISLAND The last stop on 
the Florida tour for President Welsh and 
staff from the ESU Foundation and Office 
of Alumni Engagement was at the home of 
ESU Council of Trustees member and former 
gymnastics coach Bruno Klaus and his 
wife, Cheryl. The afternoon barbecue gave 
ESU alumni the opportunity to share old stories and 
connect with one another. 

MULTIPLE EVENTS 
BRING ALUMNI TOGETHER 
IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

PHOTOS FROM TOP
At The Villages gathering, from left, Ellen Sherwood Richardson ’61, 
Sandra “Pinky” O’Neil-Seiler ’57, President Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D., 
and James Richardson ’61.

The Postcard Inn, St. Pete Beach, welcomed ESU alumni for Happy Hour.

Alumni gathered outside the Myakka Pines Golf Club in Englewood.

The home of ESU Council of Trustees member Bruno Klaus and his wife, 
Cheryl, on Don Pedro Island was the final gathering place during President 
Welsh’s visit to Florida.

Photos by Leon John, Jr.



ESU WARRIORS
The ESU Office of Alumni Engagement invites you to join us 
at the POCONO RACEWAY Skybox for the Pennsylvania 400!

Sunday, July 31, 2016
1234 Long Pond Road | Long Pond, PA 18334

Race time 1 p.m., Skybox opens 8 a.m.

Visit from Tricky, official mascot of the 
Pocono Raceway, and other special guests.

To register or for more information visit
www.esualumni.org/pocono400 
or call 570-422-3194. 

Tickets are limited so ACT NOW!
SPONSORED BY 

SUNOCO

$200 per person
Includes
• Exclusive entry to the SkyBox
• Food and beverage
• Pre-race garage tour
• Pre-race pit/paddock passes
• Private parking pass

Two lucky guests 
will receive aPre-Race Pace Car Ride. 

raceway ad_Layout 1  4/21/16  12:55 PM  Page 1

Up co m i n g Ev E n t s
FRIDAY JUNE 3
Lehigh Valley Happy Hour
5-7 p.m., Historic Hotel Bethlehem, Bethlehem.
Lehigh Valley Chapter of the ESU Alumni Association

THURSDAY JUNE 16
Delco/Chesco Alumni Happy Hour 
5-8 p.m., Not Your Average Joe’s, Glen Mills

SUNDAY JULY 31
ESU at Pennsylvania 400
Pocono Raceway, Long Pond
Sky Box opens at 8 a.m.  
Race time 1 p.m.

SUNDAY AUGUST 7
ESU Day at the Iron Pigs
Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs 
vs. Rochester Red Wings
Game time 1:35 p.m., Coca-Cola Park, Allentown

FRIDAY AUGUST 12
NEPA Alumni Summer ‘Fun-Raiser’ 
Golf Outing
Noon, Stonehedge Country Club, Factoryville
Frank Johnson: essc308@ptd.net

FRIDAY-SUNDAY OCTOBER 14 -16
HOMECOMING 2016!
SAVE THE DATES: Activities include class parties, alumni 
tailgate, family events, a 5K race, and more.

NOVEMBER
ESU Night 
at Lehigh Valley Phantoms
Date and details to be determined

FRIDAY DECEMBER 2
ESU Holidays 
in Bethlehem
5-6:30 p.m.
Lehigh Valley Center,
60 West Broad St., Bethlehem.
Alumni holiday reception and tour of Christmas City 
Village in the heart of historic downtown Bethlehem.

Information: 
www.esualumni.org
Contact Leon John Jr. 
 at ljohn2@esu.edu 
or call 570-422-3194
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By Phuong Le ’16
Eager baseball fans line up 

outside the stadium, with tickets in 
hand, to see their Daytona Tortugas 
play America’s favorite pastime. A 
familiar voice greets them over the 
stadium speakers, a voice also familiar 
to East Stroudsburg University 
students. A former station manager 
at ESU’s college radio station, Cory 
Nidoh ’15 greets the incoming fans 
and welcomes them to another 
baseball game at Jackie Robinson Park 
in Daytona Beach, Fla.

When Nidoh graduated from 
West Scranton High School in 
Scranton, he believed his baseball 
career ended.

“I knew my baseball days were 
numbered,” he said. “But I still 
wanted to be a part of the game.”

He found a different way to stay 
involved with the sport. He majored 
in communication studies at ESU, 
where his adventures in broadcasting 
led him to four years at WESS 90.3 
and a stint as the sports writer and 
editor for The Stroud Courier, the 
student newspaper.

During his senior year, while 
other students worried about their 
impending graduation, Nidoh 
researched career opportunities. 
Then he discovered the Major League 
Baseball’s Winter Meetings.

The Winter Meetings are an 
annual event. Every MLB team and 
their minor league affiliates meet 

in one location to discuss trades, 
transactions, and other business 
ventures. League executives, team 
owners, general managers, scouts, 
and people seeking employment with 
minor league organizations attend 
the meetings.

“The meetings were in Nashville 
that year. I went down there and 
applied and interviewed with anyone 
I could. I wanted to find a chance to 
broadcast, especially with a baseball 
team,” Nidoh said.

He waited about a month 
until he got a phone call from the 
Cincinnati Red’s Single-A Advanced 
team, the Daytona Tortugas.

The Tortugas, formally the 
Daytona Cubs, play in the Florida 
State League. They offered Nidoh a 
position that he admits forced him to 
step out of his comfort zone. Nidoh 
had gone to college about 45 minutes 
from his house, but now he had to 
move over 1,000 miles away for a new 
career.

“There were a lot of emotions,” 
Nidoh said. “It was daunting, 
exciting, and very scary all at once. I 
never really thought about moving 
that far, but you have to if you want 
these chances.”

Although the move seemed 
terrifying at the time, Nidoh’s 
experiences at ESU prepared him for 
the job.

“WESS and The Stroud Courier 
helped me a lot,” Nidoh said. “I 

met Dr. Rob McKenzie and noticed 
the passion he had for radio. I 
wanted to learn from someone who 
had as much passion as I do for 
broadcasting.”

Nidoh spent two years as the 
sports director for the radio station, 
allowing him to put together a 
broadcast team for every ESU athletic 
event. He also covered the play-by-
play for all sports for WESS 90.3. As a 
part of The Stroud Courier, he was the 
sports editor and forum editor, which 
gave him the opportunity to cover 
Super Bowl XLVIII.

Nidoh also said his duties 
included “developing a relationship 
between the players and coaches and 
WESS.”

The interviews and years spent 
working with the radio station and 
the school newspaper helped Nidoh 
prepare for his new responsibilities.

“I do the play-by-play during 
home games,” Nidoh said. “I also 
host the pre-game and post-game 
shows.”

Now, as an alumnus, he 
brings his wisdom to the 2016 ESU 
graduates.

“This is for all of the broadcasting 
people, but I think anyone can use 
it,” Nidoh said. “Prepare to hear 
‘no.’ Prepare for long hours and long 
nights. Prepare to do a lot of things 
that you would not expect to do. You 
have to find your own opportunities, 
no matter where they are.” 
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Alumnus lands job with minor league baseball team

Cory Nidoh ’15 has landed 
an announcing job with 
the Daytona Tortugas, the 
minor league baseball 
affiliate of the Cincinnati 
Reds based in Daytona 
Beach, Fla.

http://www.esu.edu/academics/departments/communication_studies/index.cfm
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NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  
Josh Looney brings Division II experience

By Val Caval ’14 

At 6 a.m. during Josh Looney’s first week at East 
Stroudsburg University, he joined about 80 football 
players for their morning workout. Among the loud 
voices and welcoming environment, Looney began to feel 
at home as the university’s new athletic director.

Looney arrived on campus after having served as 
the associate director of Division II for the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association. 

His work included managing on- and off-
campus external affairs from the NCAA’s home base 
in Indianapolis, specifically with key Division II 
supporters, alumni, conference commissioners, athletic 
administrators, presidents and student-athletes.
But Division II was not always Looney’s focus. 

At 17 years old, Looney signed his National Letter 
of Intent and headed to Missouri State to play Division 
I football. Playing college football had always been his 
dream. He never thought Division I would not be the 
right fit for him. But following his sophomore year of 
college, Looney transferred to Washburn University in 
Kansas and found his passion in Division II athletics.
“My experience in Division II is what I think college 
athletics should be like,” he said. “I had a tremendous 
experience at Washburn and I knew that I wanted to 
create that environment for other students someday.” 
He knew then that he wanted to spend his life working in 
Division II athletics. It took a few detours for Looney to 
land in the job he always wanted. 

Soon after walking off the graduation stage at 
Washburn, he began his career with the Orlando Magic 

in the NBA in 2005-06 as publicity assistant for former 
general manager and current senior vice president 
Pat Williams, assisting with research, scheduling 
and interviews, coordinating community events and 
handling multiple projects within the organization. 
Looney then worked for the Kansas City Chiefs in 
the NFL, first as a public relations manager from 
2006-2008 and then as external outreach and public 
affairs spokesman from 2008-2012. He developed and 
implemented communications strategy for the franchise, 
valued at $1.1 billion by Forbes, and coordinated all 
aspects of marketing, media and public relations through 
the team’s digital outlets.

Looney left the Chiefs and accepted a position 
with the NCAA in 2012. As a member of the NCAA’s 
DII leadership team, Looney implemented the strategic 
priorities of the DII Presidents’ Council, including 
national identity, positioning and policy efforts to fulfill 
the mission and philosophy of the division.
He hopes his experience nationally will help him make a 
difference in athletics at ESU.

“I want to figure out what works best for ESU, what 
we do well and where we can improve,” he said. 
Looney is not planning on missing too many Warrior 
events as he begins his career at ESU.

“One thing you can expect from me is that I’ll be 
visible — I’ll always be around,” he said. “If people see 
me at a game I want them to come talk to me — want to 
know everything there is to know about ESU.” 
From early morning workouts to enthusiastically 
cheering at every game he can, Looney is looking forward 
to his future at ESU.

ESU’s new Athletic Director Josh 
Looney visits with Xeni Barakos ’11, 

women’s lacrosse coach, before 
the West Chester University game 
on April 20. Looney comes to ESU 

after having served as the associate 
director of Division II for the National 

Collegiate Athletic Association. Su
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SOCIAL WARRIORS
Visit esuwarriors.com and follow us

 @ESUWarriors            ESU Warriors            ESUWarriors

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
WARRIORS

Senior Matt Festa (above), 
PSAC East co-pitcher of the 
year, and outfielder Robert 
Bennie, PSAC East Athlete 

of the Year (right) helped 
lead Warriors baseball to a 

record-setting season.

The Warriors had a record-setting 
season on the baseball diamond, 
finishing with a 38-18 record to set a 
program record for wins, and making 
their third trip to the NCAA Division 
II Tournament in the last six seasons 
under the direction of head coach John 
Kochmansky.

Junior outfielder Robert Bennie 
was named PSAC East Athlete of the 
Year and senior pitcher Matt Festa was 
named PSAC East Pitcher of the Year to 
lead a program-high eight All-PSAC East 
selections.

Seven were named to the first team: 
Bennie, Festa, junior second baseman 
Jay Young, junior shortshop Conner 
Crookham, senior third baseman Drew 
Hercik, sophomore designated hitter 
Christian Rishel and junior outfielder 
and pitcher Ian Allen, with sophomore 
catcher Steven Zimmerman, Jr. on the 
second team.

Six Warriors were selected to All-
Region teams, part of a group that set 10 
team records (including runs scored), 12 
individual season records and six career 
marks.

ESU advanced to the PSAC 
Tournament for the fifth time in seven 
seasons, and secured the fourth 30-win 
season in program history.

Baseball reaches 
NCAA Division II

tournament
WINS SET ESU RECORD

Bob Shank photos

Join WarriorsNation, your alumni online community, at esualumni.org
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Graduate student Travis Toth was selected to compete 
in the NCAA Division II Championships in the hammer 
throw to lead the Warriors this spring.

Toth entered the NCAA Championships (May 26-28 
in Bradenton, Fla.) ranked ninth in DII in the hammer 
with a mark of 202-5, making his fifth career NCAA 
appearance.

Toth was one of five Warriors to win PSAC outdoor 
titles, along with junior Steven Morgan in the 110m 
hurdles, senior Derrick Washington in the 400m, senior 

William Berry in the high jump and junior Allison Decker 
in the 10,000m.

Morgan, Berry and Toth all won their fourth career 
PSAC titles in their events, and Washington repeated his 
2015 title in the 400.

Another spring highlight: The women’s 4x800m relay 
team of sophomore Kaylyn West, freshman Victoria 
Matthews, junior Lauren Toth and sophomore Samantha 
Young set a school record (9:24.40) at the Penn Relays. 

Lacrosse team sets school record with 12 wins
ESU’s lacrosse program, under first-year head coach 

Xeni Barakos ’11, set a program record with 12 wins this 
spring.

The Warriors landed three players on the All-PSAC 
first team in senior attack Lauren Nunes, senior defender 
Caitlyn O’Connell and junior goalkeeper Jessica Maxwell, 
and Barakos was named PSAC Coach of the Year.

Nunes set multiple school records, establishing 
standards for points in a season (96) and career (252), and 

assists in a game (8), season (61) and career (114). Nunes 
also finished her career fifth at ESU in goals (138) with 
fellow senior Kaitlynn Wiltraut ninth (132). 

Additional All-PSAC spring selections
n SOFTBALL —  Sophomore 2B Heather Visco and 

senior catcher Haley Thomas
n WOMEN’S TENNIS — Sophomore Devin Presby 

(singles) and juniors Amber Jadus and Kayla Loar 
(doubles) 

Toth paces outdoor track and field season
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POSTSEASON HONORS 
FOR FIELD HOCKEY, WOMEN’S SOCCER

ESU’s field hockey and women’s soccer teams both 
had championship, record-setting seasons last fall, which 
were recognized with significant postseason honors for 
the Warriors.

Field hockey (19-3) won its first-ever NCAA Division 
II championship and PSAC championship led by senior 
forward Ally Roth, who gained her third straight first 
team All-America honor. Roth was named the NFHCA 
DII Atlantic Region Player of the Year, posting 21 goals 
and setting ESU career records for goals (74) and points 
(172). She scored the game’s only goal on a penalty 
stroke in a 1-0 (OT) win vs. Merrimack in the NCAA DII 
championship game.

Roth was one of four All-America selections, joined 
by junior midfielder Desiraye Mack and junior back 
Emily Howell on the NFHCA first team. Senior midfielder 
Rebecca Snyder was named to the Synapse Sports second 
team and freshman midfielder Paige Harrold to the All-
Rookie team.

Sophomore midfielder Sydney McCarthy was named 
the NCAA DII Elite 90 Award recipient as the student-
athlete at the championship site with the highest 
cumulative grade-point average, and Howell was named 
to the PSAC Fall Top 10. 

Head coach Sandy Miller M’88, who completed her 
32nd season at ESU, was named the NFHCA DII Coach of 
the Year. 

Women’s soccer (14-7-2) won its first-ever NCAA 
DII Atlantic Region championship and second straight 
PSAC championship under ninth-year head coach 
Rob Berkowitz, who guided the Warriors through six 
postseason games before falling in the Elite Eight at 

Bridgeport.ESU had four All-Region selections in junior 
midfielder Shea Neal (3-time first team), junior back 
Laurel Neira, sophomore midfielder Sammi Ortiz and 
sophomore goalkeeper Jules Harris. 

The Warriors were ranked No. 9 in the final NSCAA 
DII poll, best in program history. ESU is one of 11 schools 
(of 249) to earn a year-end national ranking in each of the 
last two years. 

SOLTES, SCHNAARS HONORED 
FOR WARRIORS FOOTBALL

ESU’s record-breaking tandem of quarterback Matt 
Soltes and wide receiver Jon Schnaars gained national 
recognition following the 2015 season, with Soltes 
finished tied for fourth in the Harlon Hill Trophy, 
awarded to DII’s top player, and Schnaars earning a first 
team spot on every All-America team.

Soltes was named PSAC East Offensive Player of the 
Year and D2CCA Super Region 1 Offensive Player of the 
Year, leading the PSAC and ranking second in DII in 
passing yards (354.5 ypg) and pass TD (41), and third 
in DII in total offense (373.6 ypg). He set five DII career 
records, including pass TD per game (3.15), and multiple 
PSAC records, including career passing yards per game 
(313.6) and career total offense per game (351.0 - 2nd in 
DII history).

For registration and sponsorship information, 
visit esu.edu/warriorgolfoutings.

Warrior Athletic Golf Outing
Supporting Men’s and Women’s Soccer
June 24, 2016
Mount Airy Casino Resort
Mount Pocono, Pa.

Warrior Athletic Golf Outing 
Supporting Baseball
July 18, 2016
Great Bear Golf Club
East Stroudsburg, Pa.

The Je�  Dailey Memorial 
Golf Tournament 
Supporting Men’s Basketball
August 12, 2016
The Shawnee Inn Golf Resort
Shawnee On Delaware, Pa.

Warrior Football Club Golf Classic 
Supporting Football
October 14, 2016
Wolf Hollow at the Water Gap Country Club
Delaware Water Gap, Pa.

SUPPORT ATHLETICS 
ON THE GOLF COURSE

A Member of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education

Shawnee On Delaware, Pa.

Warrior Football Club Golf Classic 
Supporting Football
October 14, 2016
Wolf Hollow at the Water Gap Country Club
Delaware Water Gap, Pa.

The Je�  Dailey Memorial Warrior Athletic Golf Outing
Supporting Men’s and Women’s Soccer

Warrior Athletic Golf Outing 

The Je�  Dailey Memorial 
Golf Tournament 
Supporting Men’s Basketball
August 12, 2016
The Shawnee Inn Golf Resort
Shawnee On Delaware, Pa.

Warrior Athletic Golf Outing Warrior Athletic Golf Outing 

The Je�  Dailey Memorial 
Golf Tournament 
Supporting Men’s Basketball
August 12, 2016
The Shawnee Inn Golf Resort
Shawnee On Delaware, Pa.

wrapup
WARRIORS

Continued on Page 32
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Schnaars led DII in receptions (114), yards (1,610) 
and TD (22), ranking in the top 15 in DII history in all 
three categories. He set ESU’s career record for receptions 
(239), ranks third in yards (3,447) and second in TD (45). 
Academically, he is a two-time Academic All-America 
selection and was a national semifinalist for the NFF’s 
Campbell Trophy. Schnaars and sophomore guard Devon 
Ackerman were both named to the Academic All-America 
first team and PSAC Fall Top 10. 

FALL SEASON WRAP-UP: Along with the achievements 
of Soltes and Schnaars, junior tailback Robert Healy set 
career records for rushing yards (2,830) and yards from 
scrimmage (4,352) with a season remaining … he was 
the only NCAA player with at least 750 yards rushing 
(884) and receiving (757) … Denny Douds completed his 
42nd season as head coach (50th overall at ESU) with 
a 6-5 record, extending his PSAC record to 256 career 
victories … offensive coordinator Mike Terwilliger ’78 

was honored with the AFCA’s Outstanding Achievement 
Award in January … women’s cross country was PSAC 
runner-up for its best-ever finish with junior Allison 
Decker and senior Chelsea Conover named first team 
All-PSAC … Decker was an NCAA DII qualifier, placing 
91st in a field of 247 at Missouri Southern … in men’s 
soccer, senior forward Casey Choffy (10 goals) was named 
to two All-Region teams … in women’s volleyball, senior 
libero Maddie Hutchison finished with 2,105 career digs, 
ranking second at ESU and ninth in PSAC history. 

BERRY, TOTH ALL-AMERICA 
IN INDOOR TRACK & FIELD

Senior William Berry (high jump) and graduate 
student Travis Toth (weight throw) earned All-America 
second team honors to highlight the indoor track and 
field season. Berry placed 12th (6-9) and Toth was 10th 
(61-9¾), both gaining All-America status for the second 
time in their careers. Berry and Toth also won PSAC 
championships in their events, helping the Warriors 
finish third in the conference. Berry cleared 6-9¾ on his 
final attempt and Toth had a mark of 60-7¼. Both won 
their third career PSAC titles.ESU’s women’s 4x800m 
relay of freshman Victoria Matthews, sophomore 
Samantha Young, junior Lauren Toth and sophomore 
Kaylyn West set school, meet and facility records in a 
time of 9:23.48.

WINTER WRAP-UP: ESU’s men’s and women’s 
basketball teams both advanced to the PSAC quarterfinals 
… the men missed out on their seventh straight PSAC 
Final Four, which would have been the most in the 
conference in at least 35 years, but did secure their fifth 
20-win season (21-7) in the last seven years … ESU’s 152 
wins since the start of 2009-10 are 2nd in the PSAC and 
3rd in the Atlantic Region … junior forward Rasheed 
Moore (All-PSAC East 1st team), senior guard Jamal 
Nwaniemeka (1st team) and graduate student guard Will 
Brown (2nd team) all hit the 1,000-point mark, giving 
ESU 30 1,000-point scorers and the first trio with 1,000 
on the same team … 14th-year head coach Jeff Wilson 
‘86 extend his ESU record to 253 career wins … women’s 
basketball reached the PSAC quarterfinals for the second 
time in three years led by junior forward Allison Howard 
(All-PSAC East 1st team) … head coach Diane Decker, 
in her first season, was named PSAC East Coach of the 
Year as ESU finished 15-13 … in wrestling, senior Tyson 
Searer (285 pounds) was a regional placewinner for the 
4th straight year … Searer finished his career with a 78-39 
record and 46-9 dual record … redshirt freshman Dylan 
Nace (141) went 22-4 overall and 13-0 in duals … in 
swimming, senior Ashleigh Podhayny finished her two-
year ESU career with six school records (200 free, 100 and 
200 back, 100, 200 and 400 IM). 

Continued from Page 31
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The university welcomed many of its alumni athletes back to 
campus recently for three special events, all featuring receptions 
hosted by the Office of Alumni Engagement.
n BASKETBALL  In January, 40 basketball alumni took to the court 
to relive their ESU athletic years. Following both men’s and women’s 
games, men’s Head Coach Jeff Wilson and women’s Head Coach 
Diane Decker greeted alumni and their families, and later alumni 
reconnected at the Warrior Bar and Grill in Stroudsburg.
n WRESTLING There were 30 alumni wrestlers back on campus to 
watch the Mercyhurst College match in January. Head Coach Joey 
Rivera and this year’s team welcomed them back.
n FIELD HOCKEY  Alumni of the ESU field hockey program returned 
on April 23 for the annual college tournament hosted by the 
university. More than 25 former players returned to play on an 
alumni team organized by Head Coach Sandy Miller and Assistant 
Coach Caitlin Ord. 
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FAR RIGHT: 

Basketball alumni gather for 
a photo after their reunion 

game in January.

RIGHT: 
Working under the basket 

during an alumni game, from 
left, are Michael Tobin ’11, 

Zachariah Runkle ’13 
M’14, Russell Graham III ’13, 

and Joshua Wentz ’08
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WARRIORS 
COME HOME 
TO PLAY

ABOVE: Jason Kobrynich ’96 and Gary 
Kessel ’77 at the reception for wrestling 
alumni after attending an ESU home 
match.
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Susie Forrester

AT RIGHT: 
President Marcia G. Welsh, Ph.D., 

 left, and Head Coach Sandy Miller, right, 
pose  with the field hockey alumnae at their 

reunion at ESU’s college tournament in April.
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CLASS NOTES
1950s

Mary Helen (Lipton) Hill ’56 
has been named a 2016 inductee 
to Kutztown University Athletics 
Hall of Fame. Hill coached the field 
hockey team from 1973 to 1979 
with an overall record that topped 
program history in career winning 
percentage. Hill coached field hockey, 
gymnastics, basketball and track at 
Fleetwood Area High School from 
1973 to 2011 and is a member of that 
school’s Athletics Hall of Fame.

1960s
Gerald Pateesh 
Freedman ’64 
was re-elected to a 
fifth term as 
councilman in 
Hillside, N.J. 
Freedman, the 

department chairman of health and 
physical education at Essex County 
College in Newark, has run the 
physical education program there 
since its inception.

Sydney Henry ’68 
is completing his 
29th year as a 
seventh and eighth 
grade physical 
education and 
social studies 

teacher at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School, Scarsdale, N.Y. He previously 
had a 20-year career in law 

enforcement, a six-year term as fire 
chief, and served on the Village of 
Elmsford, N.Y., Board of Trustees.

 Terry Lawton ’69 
was honored by 
the United States 
Volleyball 
Association (USAV) 
last May for 30 
years of leadership 

as a volleyball official. The 
Professional Association of Volleyball 
Officials (PAVO) also selected her for 
its Honor Award and inducted her 
into its Hall of Fame. She was a 
national referee in both associations 
and is a USAV international scorer 
and PAVO certified scorer. 

1970s
Maurice J. Molin ’76, 
has been inducted 
to the Nativity 
BVM High School 
Golden Cross 
Society. He is a 
longtime supporter 

of the Pottsville school, his alma 
mater, and of ESU, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in education. 
The Society of the Golden Cross 
honors those who, by the 
achievements of their lives, exemplify 
the school at its best. 

Ann McGlinchey ’78 
wrote about 
customer 
relationship 
management for 
the March 1 edition 
of the online 

magazine CIO Review. McGlinchey is 
the vice president of e-commerce, 
digital marketing and CRM at Positive 
Promotions in Hauppauge, N.Y., and 
has worked as a senior executive in 
marketing for 14 years. 

1980s
Karen N. Boyle ’86 
was awarded the 
Outstanding 
Alumni Award for 
2015-2016 from 
ESU’s degree 
program in 

Recreation Services Management. 
Boyle has worked at the Kettle Creek 
Environmental Education Center for 
more than 25 years, and served as a 
member of the Pennsylvania Alliance 
for Environmental Education from 
1987 to 2005. She is a member of the 
ESU Department of Recreation and 
Leisure Services Management 
Advisory Council.

Jim Fogler ’88, a 
media and 
communications 
graduate, was 
named the 
president and 
publisher of the 

Poughkeepsie Journal Media Group 
in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., on January 11. 
Most recently, Fogler worked for Party 
City as chief marketing officer. Before 
that, he worked in various marketing 
and leadership roles for the Journal’s 
parent company, Gannett Co., Inc., 
for 26 years. 
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Patrice M. Weiss, 
M.D. ’88, a biology 
graduate, was 
named one of “100 
Hospital and Health 
System CMOs to 
Know 2016” by the 

online magazine, Becker’s Hospital 
Review in March. Weiss is chief 
medical officer of Carilion Clinic in 
Roanoke, Va., and also is a tenured 
professor at Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine.

Renee Ethier Pope 
’89 was elected to 
the board of the 
American Heart 
Association of Long 
Island. She is an 
executive director at 

KPMG LLP, an auditing and 
professional services firm.

 1990s
Dawn Townsend-
Tyler, Ph.D., ’90 
M’93, earned a 
doctorate in 
interdisciplinary 
leadership at 
Creighton 

University, Omaha, Neb., last year. In 
August, she became a visiting assistant 
professor in education at Randolph-
Macon College in Ashland, Va. She 
previously taught in the Spotsylvania 
(Va.) County Schools, and was on the 
same fourth grade teaching team as 
Sean Bellis ’04.

 

Diane Grove ’91 is 
among 34 people 
nominated for the 
YWCA of Greater 
Harrisburg’s 27th 
Tribute to Women 
of Excellence 

awards. She works with the American 
Lung Association, the Capital Area 
Soccer Association, and the 
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape. 
She is the manager of support services 
at Boyer & Ritter, LLC. 

2000s
Cristi Marchetti  
M’04 of Lehighton 
Area High School 
has won a Fulbright 
Distinguished 
Award. A ninth 
grade English 

teacher, she is one of about 45 U.S. 
citizens who will conduct research at 
Queens University in Beflast, 
Northern Ireland.

Kristin Hanahan ’05 married 
Matthew Slipkowsky on March 19 in 
Orlando, Fla. 

Mark Versuk M’06 
has been named the 
head football coach 
of Pleasant Valley 
High School in 
Brodheadsville. He 
earned a bachelor’s 

degree in criminal justice from 
Widener University in 1999 and then 
a master’s in education from ESU. 

Jenell Manzi ’09 
co-produced and 
plays a lead role in 
“Picked,” a crowd-
funded film, which 
premiered at the 
Pocono Cinema 

and Cultural Center in East 
Stroudsburg in December. ESU 
graduates, Brandon Taylor ’12 and 
Melissa Sherry ’12 worked on the 
film as well, with roles as producer 
and co-producer respectively. Manzi 
joined SAG-AFTRA, the union of 
media performers in November. 

2010s
Gina Danza ’10 
was recently named 
the regional 
representative of 
the southeast 
region for affiliate 
relations of ABC 

television network in New York. 
Danza, a communication studies 
major, was also a member of the ESU 
women’s track team.

Danielle Ciani ’10 
and Bobby Soevyn 
’10 were married 
October 16, 2015, in 
Syosset, N.Y. 
Among the bridal 
party were ESU 

alumnae Amber Ranallo ’11, Kristen 
Fisco ’12, Lisa Siringano ’12 and 
Veronica Siringano ’12. The couple 
live in Queens, N.Y. 

SHAWNEE HALL REUNION ON THE BEACH
Members of the East Stroudsburg State College Third Floor Shawnee 

Hall alumni group from the classes of 1970-1976 spent a week together in 
October in Holden Beach, N.C.

The group has established a “Third Floor Shawnee Endowed 
Scholarship” at ESU that members donate to every year. They have also 
dedicated a tree behind Shawnee Hall to ESU parents everywhere.  

In photo, from left: Dave Hair ’76, M ’84 and Moira Porteus ’76 Hair; 
Jim Shearouse ’74 and Cherie Shearouse; George Vance ’74 and 
MaryAnn Van Dyke ’74 Vance; Diane and Bob Smith ’73; Sarah and 
Frank Johnson ’74; and Cindy Masenheimer ’74 Shultz and 
George Shultz ’74.  
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IN MEMORIAM
Frederick E. ‘Rick’ Hackett January 10, 2016

Frederick E. “Rick” Hackett, 72, was a 
supervisor for ESU student teachers and 
students in the principal certification 
program, and he previously taught classes 
in the professional and secondary 
education department.

Before his work at ESU, his career 
included teaching chemistry and physics in New Jersey 
and serving as a principal in Long Island, N.Y., before 
returning to his native Pennsylvania to serve as principal 
at Pleasant Valley High School and then superintendent 
for the Stroudsburg Area School District. 

Antoni J. Alvarado  February 14, 2016 

Antoni J. Alvarado, 20, of Saylorsburg, 
was a sophomore at ESU majoring in 
digital media technologies.

In 2014 he graduated summa cum laude 
from Pleasant Valley High School in 
Brodheadsville.

An Eagle Scout, Antoni was part of Boy Scout Troop 109 
in Saylorsburg. He created a fallen soldier and veteran 
memorial in Ross Township Park to become an Eagle 
Scout.

He is survived by his parents, Lisa L. (Oxforth) Perez of 
Saylorsburg and James M. Alvarado of Orange City, Fla.

Daniel E. Blazier  February 14, 2016

Daniel E. Blazier, 19, of Brodheadsville, 
was a sophomore at ESU majoring in 
business management and finance.

He graduated in 2014 from Pleasant 
Valley High School in Brodheadsville. 
He was a member of Pleasant Valley 
Presbyterian Church in Brodheadsville, 

where he was active in the youth group and participated 
in the World Vision Outreach Program.

He worked as a customer associate for Wawa in 
Brodheadsville and East Stroudsburg.

Robert C. Edwards ’55  February 13, 2016 

Robert C. Edwards ’55, was a secondary 
education graduate of ESU.  

He was an active member of local 
government and retired as an executive 
vice president of the Pennsylvania State 
Association of Boroughs.

He also served as executive director of the Assessors’ 
Association of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania Local 
Governmental Secretaries Association. He was past 
president of the Pennsylvania Society of Executives. 
He was a long-time member of the New Cumberland 
Borough Council and First Church of the Nazarene, New 
Cumberland. 

Donations may be made in his memory to the Edwards 
Family Endowed Scholarship in Secondary Education. 
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
Memorial gifts may be made through the ESU Foundation at esufoundation.org/givenow

For personal assistance, please call 570-422-3333.

A Bequest Can Be 
Your Promise 
Benefitting 
ESU’s Future 

A Bequest... 
is an enduring gift that costs you nothing
today. Its advantages allow you to retain
control of your assets for life while making 
a gift for the future that may relieve your
heirs of some tax burden.

Its versatility... 
means the gift can be unrestricted or di-
rected to specific purposes, and may specify
an amount or a percent of your estate. 

Its convenience... 
makes it easy to establish using a wide
range of assets, and can be changed or
modified as needed. 

Interested? 
Contact Office of Planned Giving 
Shelley Speirs at
sspeirs@esufoundation.org 
or 570-422-3758.
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East Stroudsburg University
200 Prospect Street
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301-2999

RECORD COMMENCEMENT
The spring semester culminated with a 
record 1,166 degrees awarded at three 
separate commencement ceremonies.

At an evening ceremony held Friday, 
May 6, ESU awarded two doctorates 
and 190 master’s degrees.

Lacy Jones M’16, who earned a 
master’s degree in speech-language 
pathology, was the graduate 
commencement student speaker.

On Saturday, May 7, ESU awarded 974 
bachelor’s degrees at two ceremonies.

Katherine Reardon ’16, who earned a 
bachelor’s in English, was the student 
speaker at the morning ceremony, and 
Chantal Fulgencio ’16, who earned 
a bachelor’s in political science, was 
the student speaker at the afternoon 
ceremony.


